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Friends of Fishwick & St Mahews
Community News
Big Ideas, Big Local Plan
We are pleased to announce that the FOFS Big Local Plan has now been launched. It will last for ten
years and we will review and renew this every year as we learn more about what’s needed and what
works. We will con)nue to work with local people and organisa)ons to ﬁnd out where the important
gaps and opportuni)es are. We will keep asking for the ideas that local people have for making Fishwick
and St Mahews even beer places to live and involve them in how those ideas are put in to prac)ce.
In Year One we want to make a start on the things you told us are important to you, for each of our
priority themes we’ve got some ideas that we want to test out:
•
Green space and safe play - We want all our children to have access to safe outdoor play areas
and will plan for this over our 10 year programme.
•
Training and employment – We will be working with agencies that support people ge1ng back to
work to ﬁnd out what is needed.
•
Financial inclusion - We will be working with local organisa)ons on a package of support that will
help families out of debt and help them stay that way.
•
Social and recrea#onal ac#vi#es - We want to look at how we can use music and arts to help bring
people together and celebrate our community.
•
Image and environment – We will bring in expert advice to help us tackle empty and derelict
proper)es that bring our area down.

If you would like to view the plan please go to : www.friendsoﬃshiwckandstmahews.org.uk/big-local
@FishwickStMas
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New Hall Lane Spring Clean
We love to get our hands dirty as you can see from
our community clean up on New Hall Lane in March.
Thanks to everyone who volunteered on the day.
Also, we are enjoying preparing our fabulous garden
behind the bowling green on Waverley Park.
We are always looking for new people to join us.
Many hands make light work and it will be well
worth the eﬀort come harvest )me!
We also have a large patch in the garden that is
currently uncul)vated and we are looking for ideas
what to do with it.
Can you help?
Join our Facebook page or keep an eye on our web
page for future sessions at the garden and for all our
mee)ngs and events - new residents always
welcome!
Please see the back page for our contact details!

Life at Fishwick Nature Reserve
Fishwick Local Nature Reserve has beneﬁed from a number of projects in the last few years. FOFS have
obtained grant funding and two batches of free trees. In 2014 the Guild Wheel Users Group (GWUG)
applied to FOFS for a £500 quick win grant to spend on wildlife enhancements in Fishwick. GWUG spoke
to Park Ranger Terry Blackburn and it was decided to focus most eﬀort on a short stretch of the Guild
Wheel cycle and footpath near the Shawes Arms.
A new hedge was planted along with hundreds of
wildﬂower plug plants, species which are arac)ve to
bees and buerﬂies were selected. Volunteers carried
out most of the work over two days. Children from St
Mahews school also popped in to see the work
whilst they were visi)ng the nature reserve.
Anyone can visit the Fishwick nature reserve at any
)me to enjoy the improvements made by all this
community eﬀort.
Why not come and enjoy one of the wildlife days at
Fishwick nature reserve to be held on:
Tuesday 28th July - Creepy Crawly Things
Tuesday 4th August - Flying Things
Tuesday 11th August - Swimming Things
Tuesday 18th August - Making Things
All sessions will be held from 1pm )ll 3pm
This costs £2 per child but places limited so booking is
essen)al! Call Preston City Council Parks Service 01772
906471 or go to www.preston.gov.uk/events and get
booked on!

St Ma-hews school children doing drawings of
the Ribble at Walton Bridge

St Ma-hews school children with GWUG
volunteers and FOFS members
@FishwickStMas
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Inner East Preston Neighbourhood Plan
Thank you to all the people who took the )me to vote on
12th February 2015. It was a really good turn out and
endorsed the neighbourhood plan with a 94% ‘yes’ vote.
The Council can now conﬁdently ‘adopt’ the plan and will
use it to decide on their development decisions for the next
15 years!
The Neighbourhood Plan has certainly put us on the map.
We recently visited Halifax to share what we have learnt
with a group there and in March Cllr Martyn Rawlinson and
Treasurer, Bob Fletcher, aended an event in London and
put Neighbourhood Planning Minister Brandon Lewis through his paces!

New Hall Lane City Deal Improvement Plan
The consulta)on for the New Hall Lane Improvement Plan was launched at the FOFS mee)ng on 16th
March and we were delighted when over 45 people turned up. Some of the issues emerging are around
air quality, pedestrian safety, traﬃc ﬂow and parking. Ini)al ideas presented include widened footpaths
to beneﬁt pedestrians and slow down traﬃc, crea)ng a place where people want to stay for longer,
a high quality tree lined street with other landscaping and improved street ligh)ng, safer crossing
facili)es, improved parking for shoppers and residents and lowered traﬃc speeds to improve safety
and air quality.
There will be more consulta)on coming up and you can s)ll view the plan at www.preston.gov.uk/
newhalllane. For more informa)on about the wider City Deal Partnership improvements go to
www.lancashirelep.co.uk or follow on Twier @lancscitydeal
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Friends of Fishwick & St Ma-hews Annual General Mee#ng
Local residents, partners and friends turned out for our annual general mee)ng, which was a moment
for us to celebrate many achievements. This year we have helped usher in a new era for Fishwick and
St Mahews with the advent of the Neighbourhood Plan which aﬀords protec)on for community
assets and green space whilst encouraging new development in designated areas.
We also launched the Big Local plan for year one, although there is much work to do we have come a
long way and thank everyone for their contribu)on. We relaunched our website during the AGM the
address is: www.friendsoﬃshwickandatmahews.org.uk and we hope you all will keep an eye on it
for future updates and ways to get involved!

Calling all runners! Join in the Fishwick 5k!!
Fancy running a 5k for a very worthwhile cause?
Callon Kids Community Club have organised an oﬃcial 5k scenic run
taking in parts of the Guild Wheel, woodland trail .. with a few inclines to
test you!
The race will be held on Monday 25th May star)ng at 10.30am.
Entry Fee: £7 if aached to a running club and £9 if not.
For more informa)on please contact the Race Director - Graham Vickers
at run4urlife@b)nternet.com

We NEED YOU! JOIN US!
Why not become a Friend of Fishwick & St Mahews? Help us make posi)ve changes to
YOUR community?
Why not keep upto date with what’s happening in and around Fishwick, Callon and St
Mahews?
You can get in touch with us in so many ways!
Have a look at our newly revamped website: www.friendsoﬃshwickandstmahews.org.uk
Email us: fofspreston@gmail.com
Follow us on Twier: @FishwickStMas
Like our Facebook Page search for: Friends of Fishwick & St Mahews Preston
Or call Rosie on 01772 906465
Why not drop into one of the meengs or planng sessions at Waverley Park Community Garden?
See our website for details!
@FishwickStMas
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