Friends of Fishwick and
St Ma hew’s

Community
Update
•
•

Big Local £1 million for
the area

The Friends of Fishwick
and St Ma hew’s (FOFS):
who we are and what we
do

•

Get involved with the £1
million and help FOFS to
make the most of this
investment in making
Fishwick and St
Ma hew’s a be er place
to live and work

About Friends of Fishwick
a n d S t M a t t h e w ’s ( F O F S ) a n d
the Big Local
FOFS was formed in
2011
FOFS is a group of local residents
who want to make posi ve
changes in the area, to improve
the image and to restore pride.
Membership is open to any
resident who shares the vision of
making Fishwick and St
Ma hew’s a safer, healthier,
cleaner place to live.
FOFS are involved with and run a
number of projects for the good of
the community:
•
Annual Fun Days
•
Christmas Par es
•
Trips for families
•
Community Garden at
Ribbleton Park
•
Community Art
•
Neighbourhood Planning
•
Volunteer at Fishwick Bo oms

Big Local is an exci ng opportunity for residents in
150 areas around England to use at least £1m to
make a massive and las ng posi ve diﬀerence to
their communi es. It’s about bringing together all
the local talent, ambi ons, skills and energy from
individuals, groups and organisa ons who want to
make their area an even be er place to live. Big
Local is being run by Local Trust, which is working
with over £200m from the Big Lo ery Fund and a
range of partners providing expert advice and
support for residents. More informa on about the
Big Local programme is available at:
www.localtrust.org.uk/big‐local
The four programme outcomes for Big Local are:
1. Communi es will be be er able to iden fy local needs and
take ac on in response to them.
2. People will have increased skills and confidence, so that
they con nue to iden fy and respond to needs in the future.
3. The community will make a diﬀerence to the needs it
priori ses.
4. People will feel that their area is an even be er place to

Now FOFS are the lead
organisation for the Big Local £1
million investment over the next
10 years and would like you to
join them!

live.

Visit
www.friendsoﬃshwickandstma he
ws.org.uk
to find out more or
e‐mail
fofspreston@gmail.com

It’s NOT about individual groups fixing their favourite
problem without talking to a wide range of diﬀerent people
who live and work in the community.

What’s Big Local not about?
It’s NOT about your local authority, the government or a
na onal organisa on telling you what to do.

It’s NOT about short‐term thinking – you’ve got 10 years or
more to plan and deliver the best op ons for your area.
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The Big Local
Story So Far
Conversa ons about Big Local
and the possibili es are well
underway with residents
working together closely to
come up with solu ons to
real life problems ….

•

We formed a Big Local
Steering Group.

•

We employed a
Community Development
Worker.

•

We consulted local people
and businesses.

•

We ran a Small Grant Fund
(Quick Wins).

•

We completed an Area
Profile.

For more informa on go to friendsoﬃshwickandstma hews.org.uk.
Look out for news on ‘the next steps’ such as the Big Local Plan …. we will start wri ng this
in the next couple of months.

Quick Win
Smiley Studio—Art Projects

Quick Win
Street Pastors—Soup on the Street
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Big Local, Big Issues
It is important that the Big Local £1 million
addresses issues that concern local people the
most and that will posi vely aﬀect the future
genera ons in Fishwick and St Ma hew’s. We
held and a ended community events where
we asked people to score specific issues in
order of importance on a scale of 1 to 5. All of
the issues that score five are on the chart
below.
People raised things with us that weren’t on
the survey form and these are too vast and
varied to include in this news sheet. There are
also issues that came out of the Quick Wins
consulta ons and the Neighbourhood Plan
consulta ons that we need to include in our
future plans.
FOFS are commi ed to reflec ng the
community of Fishwick and St Ma hew’s as
we start to write together a Big Local Plan for
the area. Please keep an eye on our website
for updates and how to get involved or join
our facebook page for regular
announcements.
What next?—FOFS will use this informa on
to write a Big Local Plan.
Big Local Ques onnaires:
342 People have completed a Big
Local Survey either on paper or
online.
The Big Issues are shown in the
graph across:
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Get Involved!
See our web page
www.friendsoﬃshwickandstma hews.org.uk
or join our facebook page
friendsoﬃshwickandstma hews
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Nature Reserve Mosaic

Community
Garden

Neighbourhood
Plan Study Trip
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Fishwick Bottoms
and Fame
Fishwick Bo oms
Local volunteer Chris Smith would like to encourage more residents to visit
and get involved with Fishwick Local Nature Reserve (FLNR) known locally as
Fishwick Bo oms.
Chris works closely with the Ranger, Terry Blackburn, other volunteers and
Lancashire Wildlife Trust to maintain and improve this local beauty spot. It is
a big site that runs from the Shawes Arms to the ‘Loney’ at the back of
Callon and needs quite a bit of eﬀort to maintain it.
The land consists thousands of types of flowers, mixed woodland, wet land,
meadows, orchards and ponds that have been around for genera ons. It is
also home to a thriving popula on of birds, amphibians and other wild life.
The volunteering opportuni es are varied and would suit all ages and fitness
levels; the hedge and pond construc on can be pre y heavy going but there
are plan ng sessions, bird and bat box making, general clean ups and
regular guided walks that will help you keep fit and make new friends.
FOFS supports Fishwick Bo oms in many ways and has helped to secure
Green Grants funding for the conserva on of the site. FOFS has also been
involved with St Ma hew’s School arts project that provided a
commemora ve mosaic that will last for years to come.
Many people remember diﬀerent things about Fishwick Bo oms; the
whippet track, farming land and even a commercial pping site! We would
urge you to pay a visit and tell your friends, neighbours and family about
this local beauty right on our doorstep and it’s FREE!
Contact Terry Blackburn on 01772‐906471 or visit www.preston.gov.uk for
more informa on.

Almost Famous!
If you become a member of FOFS be prepared for a celebrity lifestyle… Even though we are
less than three years old, our fame has spread across the country.
Our first brush with fame was when we received a le er from legendary cartoonist Leo
Baxendale. Our Preston Guild mural at the Ribbleton Park community garden was also a
tribute to the Preston born star's crea on 'The Bash Street Kids.'
Another project we supported 'Cinema at the Corner' by They Eat Culture, at St. Ma hew's
Mission last year was the subject of an ar cle in the Guardian newspaper.
Our Neighbourhood Planning exploits have been 'tweeted' to over 60,000 followers by the
Department for Communi es and Local Government on social media website Twi er.
We have also won two Green Partnership awards for our environmental projects at Fishwick
Local Nature Reserve and the community garden...and if that's not enough, our members
feature in several videos on the internet about our work, courtesy of Sho a TV.
But don't worry, we won't let it go to our heads...we will s ll be organising community
gardening, arts projects and more improvements to your area soon.
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Neighbourhood Plan
Inner East Preston Neighbourhood Plan
FOFS have been developing a Neighbourhood Plan for Fishwick and St Ma hew’s wards, known
as Inner East Preston for the past two years. It is one of only a handful in an inner city area and
will make a diﬀerent to how the area develops over the next 15 years. The Neighbourhood Plan
will;
•

Protect green space

•

Encourage local employment

•

Influence the types of shops

•

Protect community assets.

It is quite a technical planning document but it means
that any planning applica on in the future must take
account of the plan. The plan is based upon what the
community told us they like and don’t like about the
area.
Both residents and businesses told us that they like the
loca on close to town and motorways and the bus
service. People said they value the schools, the nature
reserve, the leisure centre, places of worship, the shops
and community groups plus good neighbours and diverse
cultures ge ng along together.
People said they didn’t like the long‐term empty
proper es, rubbish and li er, deteriorated play areas, too
many take aways, crime and an ‐social behaviour, not
enough green space and the high volume of traﬃc and
parking problems. This has resulted in major
disadvantages for local people and the health outcomes
and job opportuni es are much lower than the Preston
average.
The Inner East Preston Neighbourhood Plan has put
Fishwick and St Ma hew’s on the map. FOFS have visited Leeds and Birmingham to share
experiences and Stephen Williams MP visited the area back in March.
So the next thing we want local people to do is vote for the Neighbourhood Plan in September
2014 for a simple ‘yes or no’ vote.
Visit the FOFS web‐site for regular updates www.friendsoﬃshwickandstma hews.org.uk or join
our facebook page to add your comments
friendsoﬃshwickandstma hews
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D a t e s F o r Yo u r D i a r y
a n d C o m p e t i t i o n Ti m e
Fun Day and Big Local Update
28th June, 2014—St Ma hew’s Mission
11 am to 12 noon Big Local Update
1 pm to 3 pm Big Local Talent
Music, performances, stalls, fun and games
Free admission and refreshments

Come along find out more about the Big Local
and enjoy the fun!
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Compe

on—£100 High Street voucher to be won!

The pictures below show details of three local buildings—do you know
them?

1

2

3

Send in your answers by Friday 4th July, 2014. Include your name and contact details.
All correct answers will be put into a draw to win the £100 voucher.
Either e‐mail your answers to fofspreston@gmail.com or post to
FOFS Compe on, St Ma hew’s Mission, Acregate Lane, Preston PR1 5QQ.

Vote for your Neighbourhood Plan—your views count.
You will be given the opportunity to vote in
September—watch out for more details shortly.
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